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BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Today is December 6, 

2001. The time is 1315 hours. This is Battalion 

Chief Ronald Kemly of the New York City Fire 

Department conducting an interview with the 

following individual, Firefighter William Johnson, 

fireman first, assigned to ladder 147, detailed to 

the research and development unit. I'm 

interviewing him at 59 Page Avenue, regarding the 

events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Fireman Johnson, please tell me what happened 
while you were there? 

A. The morning of September 11, I reported to 
the office of R and D, where on notification of the 
accident at the World Trade Center, we responded in the 
R and D vehicle. Along with Lieutenant Stein, 
Lieutenant Monachelli, Firefighter Stein and myself. 

We responded through the Midtown Tunnel en route to the 
World Trade Center. On arriving at Church Street and 
Vesey Street, we pulled our Suburban into the corner. 
As we exited the vehicle, I noticed ESU units 
circling the area, who advised us to keep our rig 
closer to the corner, so in the process of backing our 
rig into the corner, as I looked up, I could at that 


moment see the first building coming down. In that 
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instance, we all started to make our way back up Vesey 
and at that point I spotted a doorway. I jumped into 
the doorway and stayed there as the debris and rubble 
came down from the first World Trade Center. 

As it cleared, or started to clear, I noticed 
a few civilians walking around and we escorted them 
into the buildings. After escorting the civilians into 
the buildings, we exited, regrouped at the Suburban, 
donned our masks, crossed the street going toward 
building 5, where we encountered who we thought was 
Father Judge. 

As they brought Father Judge to us, we 
examined him quickly, noticing that there was no pulse 
and we left him in the hands of EMS. As we made our 
way into building 5 we were notified that there were a 
couple of hundred people trapped in the subway below. 
In an attempt to try to go down there, the second 
building started to collapse. 

Again heading up towards Vesey, making our 
way up, this time I was unable to get to cover. I was 
struck by the cloud in the middle of the street. We 
stayed in the middle of the street, for a period of 
let's say 5 to 10 minutes until everything cleared 


again. 
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Getting out of that cloud, we regrouped back 
at the corner of Broadway and Vesey, where Lieutenant 
Stein began the operations of a command post. I 
started my way back down Vesey Street again, to look 
for Lieutenant Monachelli, who lost us. We lost each 
other as a matter of fact. We regrouped. I found 
Lieutenant Monachelli on the corner of Church and 
Vesey. From that point we started to make a couple of 
surveys and searches of the area. Noticing Ladder 
119's rig, and a couple of members from that company 
and that's about all I can remember. 

For an hour or two we stood there searching 
and then I was taken to Bellevue Hospital. I couldn't 
see any more. I had pretty bad eye problems, so they 
transported me to Bellevue where I stayed for I believe 
an hour and a half. I was treated, released and the 
health team brought me back home. That was it. 

Q. Okay, when you say you were -- you saw the 
people that were with Judge, any ID, any unit IDs on 
them? 

A. I remember seeing a court officer, an OEM 
person with an OEM jacket on and an EMS driver, I think 
think it was, but that's about the only people I can 


remember seeing. 
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Q. Okay. Before the second building came down 
or subsequent to your arrival, did you happen to see 
any other Fire Department units that you could identify 
at any place? 

A. I saw Engine 226. I don't know exactly where 
they were located right now, but I remember seeing 226 
on the rig. I think they were on that Church and Vesey 
corner. 

Q. Other than the vehicle, you didn't see any 
Fire Department personnel? 

A. No, I didn't see any Fire Department 
personnel. 

BATTALION CHIEF KEMLY: Okay, that concludes 


the interview. Thank you. 


